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hills® to climb, almost in succession. The 3rd is
extraordinarily high and steep; it is, at its summit,
at least 300 feet above the level of the water. IfI
had bhad my graphometer, I could have ascertained
its exact height; but I had left that instrument at
the fort, for fear that some accident might happen
to it during the rest of the voyage. When the top
of this last hill is reached, there is a level road to
the other end of the portage; the road is broad, fine,
and smooth. The famous waterfall of Niagara is
very nearly equidistant from the two lakes. It is
formed by a rock cleft vertically, and is 133 feet,
according to my measurement, which I believe to be
exact. Its figure is a half-ellipse, divided near the
middle by a little island. The width of the fall is
perhaps three-eighths of a league. The water falls
in foam over the length of the rock, and is received
in a large basin, over which hangs a continual mist.

The 13th. We remained in our camp at the little
rapid to await our savages, who were amusing them-
selves with drinking rum at the portage, with a band
of their comrades who were returning from Choaguen
[Oswego]. The 14th. The savages having rejoined
us, we entered lake Erie, but a strong southwest
wind having arisen, we put back to shore. The
15th. In the morning, the wind having ceased, we
continued our route, and on the 16th, we arrived
early at the portage of Yjadakoin.*

It began at the mouth of a little stream called
Riviere aux pommes [‘‘apple River''],—the 3rd
that is met after entering the lake, and thus it may be
easily recognized. The 15th. In the evening, I
observed the variation, which I found to be nothing.

We always kept close to the shore. It is quite



